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Understanding Canine Cognitive Dysfunction
Recogniging Uhe gigng- of dementia in older dogs

Many senior dogs continue to enjoy a wonderful quality of life well into their teenage
years. However, some older dogs develop changes in memory, learning and behaviour
that may be associated with Canine Cognitive Dysfunction (CCD) —sometimes referred
to as canine dementia.

Early recognition allows your veterinary team to investigate possible medical causes
and put a plan in place to help your dog remain comfortable for as long as possible.

COULD IT BE CANINE COGNITIVE DYSFUNCTION? #» Remember DISHAA *#, )
Disorientation Interaction Sleep-wake House Activity Anxiety
i changes : changes : soiling : changes
2 v
b ‘L é
Appears lost in Seeking more Restless overnight, Toileting indoors Less interest in MNew fears,
familiar places, i reassurancethan | pacing, vocalising | despite previously : play or walks, increased
gets stuck behind | usual, becoming !  during the night ! beinghouse !  aimless pacing, ! clinginess,
furniture, stares i withdrawn, greeting : orsleepingmuch trained or repetitive : difficulty settling
into space or : family differently or more during forgetting behaviours or or becoming
seems unsure i changesinsocial | the day. established i appearingunsure : distressed more
where they are. behaviour. routines. what to do. easily.
€) Not every behavioural change is dementia.
Many medical conditions can produce signs that look very similar to Canine Cognitive Dysfunction. These include J
arthritis and chronic pain, reduced vision or hearing, hormonal disorders, urinary disease, neurological disease and
other ilinesses associated with ageing. Your veterinary surgeon will investigate these possibilities first because
treating them can significantly improve your dog's quality of life, even when cognitive decline is also present.
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NEED MORE HELP?

Behaviour concerns are often
easier to address when support is
sought early. Did you know most
pet insurance companies cover the
costs of clinical behaviourists?
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